A puppy

A boy went to a pup store to buy a puppy. There were five puppies. Four of them were sitting together with a price tag of $50 each. The fifth one was sitting alone in the corner. The boy asked the store owner, “If it was of same breed, is it for sale, and why is it sitting alone?” the store owner replied, “it is of the same breed, it is a deformed one, and not for sale.” The boy asked about the type of puppy’s deformity. The store owner replied, “the puppy was born without a hip socket and has a leg missing.” 

The boy asked further, “what will you do with this puppy?” The store owner replied, “It will be put to sleep.” The boy asked if he could play with the puppy. The store owner said, “sure”. The boy picked the puppy up and the puppy licked him on the ear. Instantly the boy decided to buy this puppy and told the store owner, “I want to buy this puppy.” The store owner replied, “This is not for sale.” However, the boy insisted for buying and the store owner agreed. Immediately the boy pulled $2 from his pocket and showed it to the store owner and started to get another $ 48 from his mother. When the boy reached store door, the store owner called him back and told, “I do not understand why you should pay full $50 for this one when you can have a good one for the same price.” The boy did not say any word. He just lifted his left trouser leg and he was bearing a brace. The store owner said, “I understand. Go ahead, take this one.” This is empathy.

Empathy verses Sympathy
Empathy and sympathy are two different things though both may go together sometimes. Sympathy is the quality of being affected by affection or other emotions of another. Sympathy is, “I understand how you feel.” Empathy is, “I understand what you feel.” Sometimes, sympathy without empathy has negative effect; it may convey the feeling of being pity on the part of the person to whom sympathy is expressed. Therefore, be sympathetic to others but before that become empathetic to them. 

For understanding: LITTER: waste, trash, garbage, refuse, debris, rubbish, disorder, confusion. DEFORMED; misshapen, distorted, bent, warped, malformed, buckled, bowed, collapsed SOCKET; hole, opening, hollow, missing, absent, lost, ignore astray, misplaced, gone, omitted BRACE; support, strut prop, stay bracket, buttress 


