Badaga Blessings

One of the wonderful traditions that unfortunately is on the way out is seeking blessings of the elders. When a youngster meets an elder, the youngster bends down and offers his/her head (mandiya kodudhu) and will request, ” Aya / Hethai/Appa/Awae/Mamma/Mummy, KUMBIDICHU [bless me].
The elder, placing his/her right hand [or both hands] on top of the head of the youngster would bless [broadly] with the following words – footwear [kevaru / mettu]as well as the headgear [cap/kovili or turban / mandare] would be removed before blessings are sought / offered.
1. Ollithagi, ondhu saaviraagi, ko endu korasi, bo endu bokki, nooru thumbi, naadu jaradu, dheera p(b)oorana aagi, baddukki ba
[Let everything become good, let one become a thousand(wealth), let ‘ko’ be the call, let it boil as ‘bo’, let 100 (years) be completed, visit all [over] nation(s), be a great and enlightened person & come back with all these.
2. Ollitha Ethi, Hollava Thalli, Olagodho Ellava Geddu Ba
[Leave all that is bad, take all that is good , come back winning all/everything in this world]
3. Enna maathi / hennu, , sangatta salippu elladhe ollenge iru, paddipperi mundhuga hesarethi baa, hoppa dhari, Bappa Dhari yo, edinjillu elladhe ollange agili, Nee olagava hedithu ba !
[ Oh my son/daughter, let you live well without any disease or discomfort, let you become famous and may education take you forward, wherever you go, let there be no interruptions or hindrances and  may you come back safely. May you rule [lead] the nation (with your wisdom)]!
